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This research paper analyzes the evolution of China's information warfare strategy within the context of its national
security policy, emphasizing its role in shaping perceptions, controlling narratives, and asserting geopolitical
influence. The study highlights the strategic significance of South Asia, and its expanding economic and political
interests in the region. It examines how China's information operations in South Asia serve its immediate objectives
while simultaneously presenting substantial challenges to the security and stability of South Asian states. Through
an exploration of these dynamics, the paper underscores the implications of China's information warfare for South
Asian geopolitics and security frameworks..
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1. INTRODUCTION
China's information warfare strategy has evolved as a central component of its national security

policy, aiming to shape perceptions, control narratives, and assert geopolitical influence. These campaigns
not only serve China's immediate interests but also pose significant challenges to the security and stability
of South Asian states (Ali & Sidhu, 2021). China's approach to information warfare is deeply rooted in its
military doctrine, which emphasizes the integration of civilian and military resources in the cyber domain.
This strategy is often referred to as the "three warfare" doctrine, which includes psychological warfare,
public opinion warfare, and legal warfare (Babar & Mirza, 2021). The implications of this doctrine are
profound, as they allow China to exert influence and control over narratives in South Asia, potentially
destabilizing the region. The impact of China's information warfare extends beyond mere military
considerations; it also affects political, economic, and social dimensions within South Asian countries. The
region is characterized by a complex interplay of historical grievances, territorial disputes, and economic
competition, which makes it particularly susceptible to the effects of disinformation and psychological
operations. For instance, China's use of social media and other digital platforms to disseminate narratives
that favor its geopolitical ambitions can exacerbate existing tensions among South Asian nations, leading to
a deterioration of regional stability (Alvi et al., 2022).

Moreover, the rise of hybrid warfare tactics, where conventional military strategies are combined
with cyber operations and information manipulation, complicates the security landscape in South Asia
(Gonçalves, 2020). The region's vulnerability to such tactics is underscored by the ongoing conflicts and
rivalries, particularly between India and Pakistan, as well as the influence of external powers like the
United States and Russia (Iskandarov et al., 2023). China's ability to exploit these vulnerabilities
through targeted information campaigns can shift the balance of power in the region, making it
imperative for South Asian nations to develop robust countermeasures. In light of these dynamics, this
research paper will explore the various dimensions of China's information warfare strategies and their
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